
W
hatever their rea-
sons, whether to 
save on heating or 
simplify home main-
tenance, folks are 

downsizing and loving it. But they’re 
asking about the most efficient path 
to turning smaller spaces into special 
places. Dad said: “Good luck is 90% 
good planning.” And size matters.

To downsize gracefully and more 
conveniently, consider your new 
space. A hard look at basic needs can 
help make your move-in simple, strik-
ing a balance between Spartan and 
vagabond. Sorting what you have helps 
you to save by moving only what you’ll 
need.

It may pay to leave behind items you 
can get once you’re there. A good start-
ing point is to identify with sentimen-
tal essentials and must-have practical 
items. Patio furniture can work while 
you seek downsized furniture, which 
can be difficult to find because today’s 
showrooms tend to feature large 
pieces.

When combining design and func-

tion, replace roomfuls 
from the past with a few 
well-designed pieces such 
as nesting tables, cocktail 
benches and ottomans, 
which can serve as addi-
tional seating. 
Drop-leaf 
dining ta-
bles that ac-
commodate 
2-4 people 
most days 
serve a 
crowd of 
12 on holi-
days.

Consider 
drop-sur-
face desks 
with draw-
ers for their 
good looks 
and capacity 
for “stuff,” and 
dual-purpose pieces such as bookcase 
headboards. Creative use of mirrors 
can expand visual space or enhance an 

across-the-
room view.

If your 
new home 

lacks extra 
bedrooms, a 

better-qual-
ity sleep 
sofa — 51” or 
wider” — can 
offer comfort 

and durability. 
But get one only 
if necessary, 
because even the 
best won’t last 
like a well-built 
sofa.

Daybeds are 
a fine idea, too, 
but they’re way 
too deep for com-

fortable seating if 
they’re based on a twin 

mattress with no back-
rest in sight. On the other 

hand, quality condo and apartment 
sofas are scaled to fit smaller spaces, 

and reputable USA-made brands of-
fer firmer, spring-reinforced seats or 
down-blend cushions for luxury and 
comfort. Slipcovers can offer cost-effec-
tive, easy seasonal changes in theme.

Don’t forget to balance scale with 
comfort. Don’t give up seat depth if you 
“crash” in your sofa; look for visual 
and physical space savers with nar-
row arms and lower backs — they are 
out there, if hard to find. Select 100% 
synthetic, durable fabrics with water-
cleanup (or open your windows in 
January after using a solvent cleaner 
— your choice!).

Space-saving, wall-mounted, articu-
lating lights are affordable and easily 
installed. Consider dimmers to save 
watts and add atmosphere — bright 
for reading, dim for music or quiet mo-
ments. Save space with a smaller enter-
tainment center for smaller-than-ever 
music and video components.

FMI, visit Endicott Home Furnish-
ings, 717 US Route 1, Scarborough, or 
call 207-883-3264. Visit their Web site at 
www.endicotthome.com.
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965 Minot Ave., Auburn, Maine 04210

783-0447 • 783-0433

HOMEOWNERS!
We will walk you through your project, 
big or small!

CONTRACTORS!
Looking for Pricing, Service & Availability?

Where knowledgeable
staff can assist you

through every project!

HARDSCAPING SUPPLIES
•Pavers
•Granite
•Natural Stone
•Retaining Walls

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES
•Loam •Bulk Mulch
•Gravel •Crushed Stone
•Stone •Sand

Delivery
Available

Products Are In-Stock For You Convenience!

Lisbon Community Federal Credit Union
325 Lisbon St., PO box 878, Lisbon, ME 04250

Phone: 353.4144   Toll free: 877.353.4144
www.lisboncu.org

9 Depot Square, Mechanic Falls • 345-2091
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7-5, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-1

HANDY                    HARDWARE

Handy True Value Hardware offers one of the areas 
largest selections of rental equipment.

“WE’VE GOT THE TOOLS YOU NEED TO FINISH THE JOB!”

When size matters: Downsizing 101

S
oon, the leaves will 
change color, the birds 
will fly South, squir-
rels will hide acorns 
and the grass will slip 

into a dormant state of rest.
Once this pattern begins – in 

late September in the Northern 
climates, mid to late October in the 
Central states – you can throw the 
cover over your lawnmower and 
call it a season.

It’s going to be several months be-
fore the grass needs cutting again.

But when it does, you want to be 
ready. So take the time now to do a 
little maintenance on your lawn-
mower. Here’s a checklist to follow:

• Drain oil from the engine and re-
place with new oil. Old oil contains 
moisture and acids that will pit 
bearings and other engine parts, so 
it’s important to change oil prior 
to storage. Run the engine to warm 
the oil first. More of the dirty oil 
and contaminants will come out if 
it’s warm. Replace with new oil of 

the type rec-
ommended in 
your owner’s 
manual. Most 
(or many) rec-
ommend Straight 
S.A.E. 30W.

• Stabilize fuel. Fuel can deterio-
rate in as little as 60 days, causing 
gum and varnish build-up in en-

gines and resulting in hard start-
ing, poor performance and reduced 
engine life. To prevent this from 
happening, add STA-BIL Fuel Sta-
bilizer to your tank.

It keeps fresh fuel from oxidizing 
– forming gums and varnishes that 
clog fuel lines, injectors and fuel 
filters. It also prevents rust and 
corrosion in the fuel system by dis-
persing water so it doesn’t collect 

in the bottom of the gas tank.
After adding the fuel sta-

bilizer, you should 
run the engine for a 
few minutes to get 

treated gas 
through-
out 
system. 

Run-
ning the 

engine also circu-
lates the new oil.
• Clean or replace air 

filter. Foam filters can be 
washed with soap and water and 

reused. Soak a cleaned foam filter 
in fresh oil and squeeze out the ex-
cess oil. If your engine has a paper 
filter replace it with a new one.

• Check drive belts. Tighten loose 
belts. Replace belts that look worn 
or cracked.

• Lubricate. Find any grease fit-
tings and apply lithium grease. 
Lubricate other parts as instructed 
by your owner’s manual.

Fall is also a good time to remove 
and sharpen the mower’s blade, 
and to clean grass build-up off the 
bottom of the mower deck. Take 
care of these maintenance issues 
now and come Spring, all you’ll 
have to do is lift the cover off your 
mower, turn it on and drive away.

Sta-Bil Fuel Stabilizer, manufac-
tured by Gold Eagle Co., is avail-
able at lawn and garden and auto-
motive stores nationwide. To learn 
more about its benefits, log on to 
www.goldeagle.com. –Courtesy of 
ARA Content


